
I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE  

 PROJECT  N EWSLETTER  
Issue No. 4 -  April 2010  

www.north - hunt.org  

 

 

1 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

NORTH HUNT 

WORKSHOP ðTHE 

FUTURE OF HUNT-

ING  IN  NORTHERN 

EUROPE 

 

I NTERNATIONAL  

SEMINAR  ON 

SOCI AL 

SUSTAINABILI TY 

OF HUNTING  

TOURI SM 

 

EXCHANGING  

EXPERIENCES: 

I CELANDI C 

HUNTERS WITH  A 

SWEDISH  

HUNTI NG CLUB 

 

HUNTING  

TOURI SM CAN 

HAVE POSITIVE  

ECONOMIC  ROLE 

IN  REMOTE RURAL 

REGIONS  

NORTH HUNT WORKSHOP 4. -5. M AY IN  AVIEMORE, S COTLAND 

 

THE  FUTURE  OF  HUNTING  IN  N ORTHERN  EUROPE  

This one -and -half -day workshop will explore the future 

opportunities and challenges for hunting tourism in a multi - use 

landscape. Hunting tourism has been identified as a currently under 

developed but potentially significant source of regional development 

in Northern Europe. The perceived lack of social acceptance, 

combined with inadequate knowledge on the economic potential 

and ecological sustainability have slowed the development of 

hunting tourism in many areas of Northern Europe. This event is a 

chance to hear presentations from the North Hunt team on project 

findings and discuss the future of hunting with a number of invited 

speakers from Scotland and abroad. Sessions are also planned to 

allow discussions between all those interested in the opportunities 

and threats to the hunting industry and its role in sustainable rural 

economies. The work shop is aimed at those with an interest in the 

future of hunting tourism. The workshop will be held at Macdonald 

Aviemore Highland Resort, Aviemore, Scotland and will be the 

second international event organised by the North Hunt 

partnership. Places are limited.  

For questions about this workshop, please see the project 

website http://www.north -hunt.org/, or contact Scott 

Newey s.newey@macaulay.ac.uk   

Aviemore. Source: 
www.visitaviemore.com   

Loch an Eilein near Aviemore. 
Source: 

www.visitaviemore.com   
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I NTERNATIONAL  SEMINAR  ON  SOCIAL  SUSTAINABILITY  OF  HUNTING  TOURISM  

A key aspect for the 

sustainabil i ty of hunting 

tourism is social sustainability, 

where acceptance by the 

general public and stakeholder 

groups is critical, both at the 

local and national level.  

Social sustainability has been 

one of the in focal areas of the 

project. The first international 

seminar ñSocial Sustainability 

of Hunt ing Tour ism in 

Peripheral Areasò of the North 

Hunt project was held at SLU in 

Umeå, Sweden, in September 

2009. Participants representing 

hunters, landowners, hunting 

tourism entrepreneurs, as well 

as managers and researchers 

from the Northern Periphery 

and beyond attended a series 

o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d 

d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  s o c i a l 

sustainability.  

Perspectives from a range of 

stake holders from Sweden, 

Finland, Iceland and Scotland 

were presented by project 

participants. David Watts of 

Un ive rs i ty  o f  Aberdeen 

concluded with a summing up; 

looking at contrasts and 

similarities between partner 

countries. Among other things, 

David suggested that attitudes 

towards hunting tourism are 

generally not an obstacle to the 

development of hunt ing 

tourism. I t is however 

necessary to consider local and 

national traditions to ensure 

the sustainable development of 

the sector. The findings were 

then discussed by a panel of 

national reference group 

members. The study will be 

published in a project report 

which will be freely available on 

the North Hunt website.  

Afterwards participants were 

invited to a buffet dinner of 

traditional northern Swedish 

dishes. Discussions about 

hunting tourism continued late 

into the night.  

The first session of the second 

day of the seminar broadened 

the concept with presentations 

on sustainability of tourism in 

general, harvesting thresholds 

as a hunting management tool, 

and attitudes towards hunting 

in Sweden. An international 

outlook was presented by John 

Hull of the New Zealand 

Tour i sm Ins t i t u te ,  who 

considered the sustainability 

aspects of outfitt ing in 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Camilla Sandström of Umeå 

University, and Nils Bunnefeld 

of Imperial College, London, 

presented the new EU funded 

p r o j e c t  H U N T i n g  f o r 

sustainability. After a panel 

discussion on hunting rights 

and feelings of ownership ï of 

land, and game ï closing 

addresses were made by the 

project leader Sami Kurki, and 

the visiting researcher at SLU, 

Shawn Riley from Michigan 

State University. Shawn 

outlined different paths that 

can be taken for stakeholders 

i n  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e 

management ï towards conflict 

or cooperation, and gave some 

advice to those involved in the 

development of a sustainable 

hunting tourism.  

All in all, the seminar provided 

a good background to the issue 

o f  soc ia l  susta inabi l i ty , 

increased understanding, and 

provided advice for making 

hunting tourism a valuable tool 

for rural development.  

A discussion panel -  Jukka Bisi, 
Metsähallitus, Elvar Árni Lund, Ice-

landic Hunting and Shooting Associa-
tion, and Mats Wallrud, Vallrud Vision  

The seminar was held at The Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences 

(SLU)  


