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II NN TTRROODD UU CCTTII OONN   

In this report are presented results from a survey among Icelandic hunters. 

The aim of this survey was to gather informati on from hunters re garding their 

hunting habit s, with an emphasis  on the monetary expenditure,  i.e. on what 

they spent  money and how mu ch. This was done since the re is  hardly any 

information on the economic impact of sport hunters in Iceland.  

The  results, presented in this research , are  a part of the North Hunt project . It 

is a three year international project that has been awarded fundi ng by the 

European Regional Development Fund within the Northern Periphery 

Programme.   It began in January 2008 and will run until December 2010.   This 

program involves a partnership of ten organisations from Finland, Sweden, 

Iceland, Scotland and Canada. These are governmental agencies, research 

bodies and industry related organisations along with entrepreneurs in each of 

the co untries.  The main emphasis of  this programme is on sustainable 

hunting, a socioeconomic tool for revitalising rural areas.   In thi s North Hunt 

programme, hunting related tourism is looked on as an opportunity for rural 

areas in Iceland . The overall objective of the North Hunt project is to support 

the development of sustainable hunting tourism that will diversify the 

economic activit y of peripheral regions in Northern Europe.  

The results in this report were developed as a part of work package  3, Task 3  

entitled: The economical potential of hunting tourism .  To for estimate  the 

potential for hunting tourism sector there was a need to p roduce some basic 

figures. Hopefully , this  information  will support the decision making both on 

administrative and entrepreneurship levels and assist in creating the social 

acceptance.  

In the following the methods used , the results  and conclusions  of the survey 

are presented.  
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MM EETTHH OODD OOLLOOGGYY   

This research was conducted through a survey of 39 questions and a number 

of sub -questions. There is no question number 14 in the survey this is due to 

some mistake. The respond rate to question number 38, regarding salaries, 

was very little and it was estimated that there was no point using those data  

as th ey were not statistically significant.  The survey was designed by a part of 

the Icelandic North Hunt team. The aim of this survey was to get some 

economical data. Therefore a great number of the question s was  related to 

monetary  information such as cost, how much spent, where it was spent, 

wh at kind of serv ice was used, where, and so on. Also questions like where, 

what most  hunt ed, how often , how long the hunting trips were , what kind of 

accommodation  used when st aying overnight, with whom hunt ed and so on. 

But the  emphasis was on the monet ary  expenditure, i.e. on what spent  and 

how much. This was done since there is hardly any information on the 

economic impact of sport hunters in Iceland. Also, as in most surveys , back 

ground questions  were asked . 

To hunt in Iceland hunters must have a valid firearms licence and also a 

hunting licence issued by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). This 

hunting licence is valid only for one year. In 2009 DNR issued 12.227 hunting 

licence to hunters with an Icel andic postcode. When the hunter applies for a 

new one he must also turn in a bag report. When applying for a new hunting 

licence  the internet can be used . On this link : 

https:// www.veidistjori.is/fmi/iwp/cgi? -db=veidikort& - loadframes  a page was 

inserted where the hunter was asked to participate in the survey . There a  link 

was inserted direct ing hunters  to the survey. Thus , all hunters who used the 

web to apply for a new hunting l icence had an opportunity to participate in the 

survey. By using this method a great majority of hunters could be reach ed and 

they had an opportunity to participate in the survey. The web link at DNR 

opened 19 th  of January  2010  and the link to the survey o pened at t he same 

time. The link was open  until 1 st  of April.  

In  2009 a great majority of the hunters, or about 81%, used the internet  to 

turn in a bag report for the year 2008 and to apply for a new hunting licence 

for 2009.  The population in this research was therefore considered to be these 

hunters. The size of the popu lation is calculated as about 81 % hunters with 

valid hunting licence 2009 and residency in Iceland. The size compared to 

these preconditions  is therefore abou t 9.800 hunters.  

In the beginning of March 2010 , an email was written, to attract hunterôs 

attention to  this survey. The email was sent to various hunting clubs and they 

were asked to distribute the email among their members. The email was also 

distributed  to individual hunters and they were asked to send the email to 

their hunting partners. This was done to try to increa se the number of 

participants in  the survey.  

https://www.veidistjori.is/fmi/iwp/cgi?-db=veidikort&-loadframes
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The number of respondents to  the sur vey was 491. Of those 461 or 96.2% 

were male and 18 or 3 .8% were women. This rate is similar to the rate of 

those who had valid hunting licence 2009 according to information from DNR.  

Limitation of  the study  

There are some l imitations to the survey from the authorôs point of view.   

One, the time lags. The web l ink at DNR opened 19 th  of January  2010  and the 

link to the survey opened at t he same time. The link was open  until 1 st  of 

April. This time frame was therefor e considered to be long enough for the 

survey.  The hunting season of reindeer started 15 th  of July and the ptarmigan 

hunting season ended 6 th  of December. T herefore it wa s a chance that when a 

respondent answered  the questionnaire that figures related to cost and other 

important information would  not be precise and even forgotten.  

Two, anyone could  go the web link http://www.north -hunt.org/is/page/konnun  

and answer the questionnaire. But it was considered  that this risk was minimal 

and did not have any significant impact on the survey. Why should anyone 

who is not a hunter be interested in answering this questionnaire?  

Three , when  the respondent was assigned a username and a password when 

he sign ed in for the first ti me to the survey , he could answer the survey over 

and over again.  

Four , i n this research, as hunters were asked to go to a web link and answer 

the questionnaire, it wasnôt possible to send a email to those who did not 

answer  and to encourage them doing that, as i t is impossible to know who had  

answered the questionnaire a nd who  had  not . 

Five, as can be seen in question 4, on page 11, the rate of respondents is very 

similar to the rate of holders of hunting licences according to where they live 

accordingly to information from DNR. But it is impossible to know if those who 

answere d the survey are typical for the population of Icelandic hunters.  

  

http://www.north-hunt.org/is/page/konnun
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RREESSUU LLTTSS  

In this chapter the results of the survey are presented question by question. 

The chapter is divided into four subchapters depending on the theme from the 

survey. These are:  

 Basic  information  

 Information from hunters that went on reindeer hunting 2009  

 I nformation regarding hunting in general, reindeer hunting excluded  

 Some background  information  

 
Figure 1 . Postcode areas in Iceland.     Source: www.postur.is  

On picture 1 postcode in Iceland can be seen.  

Basic  information  

1.  Male or female ? 

Number of respondents  in the survey  was  491. Of those who answered this 

question , 461 or 96. 2% were male and 18  or 3. 8% were women.  

http://www.postur.is/
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Figure 2 . Male or female?  n = 479  

2.  Year of birth ? 

In figure 3 the age of respondents is broken up in interval of ten years. To get 

a firearms licence one must be 20 y ears old. The oldest respondent  was 91 

years old. The number of respondents in the interval 80 years and older is 9. 

The average age is 41, 9 year s with standard deviation of 11. 9 years .  

 

Figure 3 . Which year are you born?  n = 488  

3. Marital status?  

Figure 4  shows the marital  status  of the respondents. 414 or 87% of those 

who answered this question are married.  

 

Figure 4 . What is your marital status?  n = 476  

3b. H ow many children do  you  support ? 
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Figure 5 . How many children are living in your home, and are being 

supported by you?  n = 488  

141 or 30. 9% respondents are sup porting no  child, 89 or 28. 9% are supporting 

one  child and 15 or 30. 9% are supporting 2 children . 

4.  What is your postcode ? 

Figure 6  shows the  residency of the respondents  by postcode . Postcode  area 

100 ï 299 is the  capital (Reykjavík) area and the closest municipalities. In this 

area a great majority of Icelanders live and the number of respondents is 

according to this. In the postcode  area 600  ï 699  is Akureyri, the largest 

municipality outside the Reykjavik area. The  postcode area 700 ï 799 is in the 

hunting area for reindeer.  

 

Figure 6 . What is your postcode number?  n = 488  

About 62%  or 302  of t he respondents live in area 100 -299, 12. 9% or 63 live 

in  area 600 -6990 and 9. 4%  or 46  live in area 700 -799. The area 400 -499 has 

the smallest population.  This proportion is very similar to the proportion of 

holders of hunting licences according to DNR.  

Re in deer hunting  

In this section of the survey, questions 5 to 20 are put forth to hunters who 

went hunting reindeer in 2009. Hunting of reindeer takes place in east and 

south ï east Iceland, i.e.  postcode area 700 ï 799, but only in this part of 

Iceland the se animals can be found. The reason for this is to try to estimate 
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the economic effects of this kind of hunting on the area where these  animals 

can be found.  The reindeer hunt is self sustainable one. Each autumn the 

animal s are counted from air and the  in formation are used to decide the size 

of the hunting quota. In 2009 the hunting quota was 1,333 . Hunting licence is 

issued for either a bull or a cow. If issued for a cow shooting the calf was 

allowed. In this survey 163 respondents went hunting reindeer  2009 so 12 .2% 

of them who went on hunting for reindeer that year  participated in the survey.  

The hunting area is divided into 9 areas.  The reason for this is that the 

reindeer population can roughly  been divided into 9 main he rds.  

 

5.  Did you go hunting for reindeer in 2009?  

 

Figure 7 . Did you go hunting for reindeer in 2009?  n = 478  

34 % or 163 of those who answered this question went hunting for reindeer in 

2009.  That is 12. 2% of those that got reindeer licence that year.  

5b. How often have you went  on reindeer hunting?  

 

Figure 8 . How often have you went  on reindeer hunting?  n = 4 87  

68% had gone once, 6.6% twice , 6% 3 times and 19. 5 % 4 times or more 

often.  The number  of respondents is 487 which is much higher than the 

number of who went hunting 2009 according to question 5.  

6.  On which hunting area  did you get licence for reindeer  in 2009 ? 
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Figure 9 . On which hunting area was the licence issued?  n = 489  

83 .2% of respondents went hunting on area 1 -2. But 56% of the quota in 

2009 wa s hunted in this area. It could be interesting to find out why so large 

proportion of those who hunted in areas 1 ï 2 answered this question but that 

is beyond the scop e of this survey.  Here the number of respondents is much 

higher than the number who answered question 5  posetively . But only those 

who went hunting 2009 were asked to answer this question.  

7.  The licence was for?  

 

Figure 10 . The licence was for?  n = 184  

Here the number of respondents is 184. But the number of hunters that went 

hunting for reindeer according to question 5 was 164. The ratio bulls versus 

cows of the quota in 2009 were  31% vs. 69%. That is very similar to the ratio 

in this question or 29% vs. 71%.  

7b. Was a calf killed?  

 

Figure 11 . Was a calf killed?  n = 177  

In 37. 4% cases when a cow was killed a calf wa s also killed.  
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8.  Please estimate truthfully how much you spent in relation for your hunting 

expedition.  

 

Figure 12 . Please estimate truthfully how much you spent in relation for 
your hunting expedition.  

Most is spent on hunting licence, 67, 444 kr. , then on hunting equipment, 

34,906 kr., then on guidance, 23, 772 kr., fuel  23,229 kr., clothing 17, 101 kr., 

food, beverages, catering 15 ,443 kr ., accommodation 8, 908 kr., least  is spent 

on items  like souvenirs, first aid kit and recreation . The minimum number  of 

respondents  who answered one  of  these questions was 86 and maximum 

number was 177.  The total amount spent in relation with the hunt is 217,497 

kr.  

9.  Please estimate truthfully how much spent proportionally at home, on the 

road or at  the final destination.  
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Figure 13 . Please estimate truthfully how  much spent proportionally at home, on the 
road or at the final destination.  

Most is spent at home on hunting equipment, then on hunting licence and in 

third place expenditure on clothing. On the road is most spent on 

fuel/gasoline, and then  on food, bever ages and catering and in third place is 

hunting licence. At destination, most is spent on accommodation, then on 

hunting licence and in third and fourth place similar ratio is spent on rented 

equipment and recreation.  The minimum number of respondents who 

answered one of these questions was 18 and maximum number was 93.  

10.  What kind of accommodation did you use in connection with the reindeer 

hunting?  
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Figure 14 . What kind of accommodation did you use in connection with 
the reindeer hunting?  n = 207  

 

Most common is accommodation with the guide, secondly with family, thirdly 

and alike is staying at farmhouse accommodation and the usage of vacation 

house. Other options are fewer.  

11.  How long did you stay in  East Iceland in connection with  the reindeer 

hunting trip?  

  
Figure 15 . How long did you stay in  East Iceland in connection with the 
reindeer hunting trip?  n = 168  
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The most common length of stay is 3 days, then 2 days and 4 days. 8 

respondents sta yed more than  one week. About 11 % stayed only one day.  

12.  How long did you stay with the guide?  

 

Figure 16 . How long did you stay with the guide?  n = 178  

 

Most common length was one day or less, and then two days, one stayed 

more than one week.  

13.  How many were with you other than you and the guide?  

 

Figure 17 . How many were with you other than you and the guide?                                
n = 170  
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Most common was that 1 person was additionally, then 2 and in 38 

occurren ces four or more persons were extra on the hunt.  

15.  How much  did you pay the guide in total?  

 

Figure 18 . How much did you pay the guide in total?  n = 181  

The average amount paid was 35, 981 kr ., with std. dev. 33, 532 kr. T he 

number of respondents was 181.  

16. If possible can you itemize what you paid the guide for?  

 

Figure 19 . If possible can you itemize what you paid the guide for?  

The highest amount wa s paid for guidance, then for driving to and fro the 

hunting area, then usage of all terrain vehicles, usage of facilities while 

slaughtering reindeer, aid of a professional butcher and accommodation. For 

other items smaller amount s we re paid for.  The minimum number of 

respondents who answered one of these questions was 53 and maximum 

number was 136.  

17. How satisfied or dissatisfied were you with the service offered by the 

guide?  
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Figure 20 . How satisfied or dissatisfied were you with the service 
offered by the guide?  n = 179  

67. 6%  of the respondents were very pleased with the service off ered by the 

guide while only 5 % were dissatisfied or very dissatisfied.  

18. How satisfied or dissatisfied were you with the performance (knowledge 

and know how) of the guide?   

 

Figure 21 . How satisfied or dissatisfied were you with the 
performance (knowledg e and know how) of the guide?  n = 180  

76. 7% were very pleased with the performance of the guide while only 5% 

were very dissatisfied  or dissatisfied . 

19. Was  the guide ôs residenc e in East Iceland (in  the hunting area)?  
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Figure 22 . Wa s the guide ôs residence  in Ea st Iceland ? n = 179  

About 87% of the guides were loca ted in the hunting area and 2 respondents 

didnôt know where the guideôs residence.  

20. Did you do other hunting alongside the reindeer hunt?  

 

Figure 23 . Did you do other hunting alongside the reindeer hunt?                                
n= 178  

65 or 36 .5% did other hunting alongside the reinde er hu nt.  

20b. If yes, what did you hunt?  

113 or 63. 5% did other hunting alongside the reindeer hunt and the most 

common hu nt can be seen in figure  22.   
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Figure 24 . If yes, what did you hunt?  n = 9 6  

Pink footed geese were most hunted, then graylag geese and ducks. Other 

species were less hunted.  

21. Are you satisfied with current distribution of the reindeer hunting licences?  

 

Figure 25 . Are you satisfied with current distribution of the reindeer 
hunting licences?  n = 199  

64,8% of respondents were satisfied with current distribution system.  

 

I nformation regarding hunting in ge neral  

In this part are several questions regarding hunting in general, reindeer 

hunting excluded . Iceland is divided into six hunting areas  as can be seen on 

figure 26 . 

 
Figure 26 . Division of Iceland in hunting areas.  Source: www. ust.is  

Reykjavík, the capital city of Iceland and the largest municipalities, except 

Akureyri , are located in hunting area VE. Hunting area VF has the smallest 
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population in Iceland and is also the area with relatively worst 

communications.  

22.  Did you go hunting last 3 years ( 2007, 2008, 2009)?  

 

Figure 27 . Did you go hunting in the last 3 years?  n = 482  

97. 5% that answered this question did some hunting last 3 years.  

23. When was your last hunting trip?  

 

Figure 28 . When was your last hunting trip?   n = 456  

About 94 % of respondents went on hunt on the period August  2009 till Marc h 

2010. The largest group went last time in November and December or 48%. 

But ptarmigan season was in November and ended the first weekend in 

December.  

24. Where did you go to last time hunting domestically?  
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Figure 29 . Where did you go to last time  hunting  domestically? n = 480  

About 25. 8%  went hunting in area VE and 23. 1% in area SU  or about 49%  of 

all hunters. The capital city Reykjavík and several of the largest municipalities 

are located in area VE and are also closest to area  SU. Fewest hunters went 

hunting in area VF.  

25. Which area do you most often hunt, second most often and third most 

often?  

 

Figure 30 . Which  area do you most often hunt?  n = 490  

Most hunters hunt on area VE or 28%, then on area SU or 21. 4% and fewest 

hunt on area VF or 8. 2%.  

 

 

Figure 31 . Which area do you second most often hunt?  n = 490  

When asked which area  was second most hunted the answer was sam e as in 

the question before. 31. 2% went hunting in area VE, 19% went hunting in 

area SU and fewest went hunting on area VF.  
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Figure 32 . Which area do you third most often hunt?  n = 490  

Here area VE is third most hunted or 32.7%, then area AU, 26. 5% and as 

befor e area VF are least hunt ed or 5. 9% hunted there.  

26. Which species do you hunt most? Please prioritize species.  

 

Figure 33 . Which species do you hunt most?        n = 490  

When asked which species we re most hunted, graylag geese were number 1, 

ptarmigan number 2 and in third place , pink footed geese.  
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Figure 34 . Which species do you second most often hunt?  n = 490  

When asked which species were second most hunted, pink footed geese were 

number 1, graylag geese number 2 and ptarm igan were number 3.  

 

Figure 35 . Which species do you third mos t often hunt?  n = 490  

When asked for third most often hunted species , ducks were number 1, 

ptarmigan number 2 and guillemot number 3.  

26  b. If marked other ï what else are you used to hunt?  

Of those who answered other ï 9 hunted seals, 2 hunted puffin and 2 hunted 

Barnacle geese.  

27. Please itemize truthfully how mu ch you spent last hunting season  on 

following items ? (reindeer hunting exclud ed)  

 

Figure 36 . Please itemize truthfully how much you spent last hunting season (reindeer 
hunting excluded)?  
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Most is spent on fuel/gasoline,  42,149 kr.,  then  on  hunting equipment, 27, 

936 kr., and then on food, beverages and catering  25,579 kr.  Smallest amount 

is spent on souvenirs and first aid kit.  The average amount spent is 158, 579 

kr. The minimum number of respondents who answered one of these 

questions was 364  and maximum number was 449 . 

28. Please itemize truthfully ho w much proportionally you spent last hunting 

season on following items?  

 

Figure 37 . Please itemize truthfully how much proportionally you spent last hunting 
season on following items?  

The greatest proportion spent at home is on hu nting equipment, then on food, 

beverages and catering and on fuel/gasoline . On the road, most is spent on 

fuel/gasoline, then on food, beverages, catering and then on recreation. At 

destination, most is spent on accommodation, then on recreation and simila r 

amounts are spent on renting land for hunting geese and hunting licences.  The 

minimum number of respondents who answered one of these questions was 

72 and maximum number was 282.  
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Figure 38 . Which of following members of your family practise hunting 
besides you?   n =517  

Itôs most common that a respondent is the only one in the  family that 

practises hunting. The second most is the father and then a son. Only 2 

respondents mention his /her  mother.  Some respondents hunted with more 

than one family member.  

30. Who do you prefer to hunt with?  State the  most preferred hunting 

companio ns, second most and third most preferred.  

 

Figure 39 . Who do you prefer to hunt with? State the  most preferred 
hunting companions.  n = 489  

Most respondents hunts with friend/s, and then with member/s 

of the family.  

 

Figure 40 . Who do you prefer to hunt with? State the second most 
pr eferr ed hunting companoins. n = 489  
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The second most common is also  to hunt with friend/s and then the 

respondents likes to go alone.  

 

Figure 41 . Who do you prefer to hunt with? State the third most 
pr eferred hunting companoins.  n = 489  

The third most preferred hunting companions is the hunt er himself, i.e. he 

hunts alone and then with a family member.  

 31. Most common duration of hunting trip  

 

Fi gure 42 .  Most common duration of hunting trip .  n = 489  

The most common length is one day or less, then two days and then 3 days.  

 

Figure 43 . Second most co mmon duration of hunting trip.  n = 489  
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The second  most common duration of a hunting  trip are two days  and then 

one day or less.  

 

Figure 44 . Third most c ommon duration of hunting trip.  n = 489  

The third most common duration of hunting trip is one day or less  and then 3 

days.  

32. In retrospect regarding your hunting trips how often did you use following  

service ?  

 

Figure 45 . Hunting in commons.  n = 460  

167 or 36% hunt very often in commons, 79 or 17% hunt sometimes, 16% 

hunts often in commons and 30 or 6. 5% never hunt in commons.  
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Figure 46 . Hunting in homeland.  n = 467  

199 or 43% hunt very often on homeland, 79 or 17% hunt  always on 

homeland and 18 or 3. 9% hunt never on homeland.  

 

Figure 47 . Renting l and  to hunt geese.  n = 430  

A great majority  334  or 77. 7% never or rarely rents land and only 41 or 9. 6% 

always or very often rent land to hunt geese.  

 

Figure 48 . Use of guidance . n = 428  

393  or 91. 8% never or rarely uses the service of a guide while  12 or  2. 4% 

always or very often do that.  
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Figure 49 . Accommodation.  n = 439  

166 or 38% never uses accommodation, 120 rarely but 45 or 10. 2% always or 

very often uses some kind of accommodation.  

 

Figure 50 . Catering.  n = 438  

109 or 24. 9% never expliot caterin g when on hunting trip while 14. 8% always 

or very often do that.  

 

Figure 51 . Usage of boat.  n = 436  

313  or 71. 8% never  or rarely  uses a boat when hun ting. Only 21 or 4. 8% 

always or very often do that.  
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Figure 52 . Facilities for hunting gear.  n = 424  

Only 17  or 4 % always or very often exploit facility for hunting gear while 380 

or 89. 6% rarely or never do that.  

 

Figure 53 . Hot pot.  n = 428  

About 65% rarely  or never uses hot pots while 8. 2% always or very often do 

that.  

 

Figure 54 . Birdwatching.  n = 424  

346 or 81. 6% never or rarely do bird watching while 30 or 7. 1% always  do 

that.  
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Figure 55 . Nature watching.  n = 422  

290  or 68. 8% never do nature watching while 52  or 12. 3% always  or very 

often  do that.  

 

Figure 56 . Renting of land to hunt ptarmigan.  n = 428  

92. 5% never or rarely rent land to h unt ptarmigan while only 7 or 2. 1% 

always or very often do that.  

33. Wh ich  accommodation do you preferably use when you stay overnight on 

hunting  trip. State the most preferred , second  most and third most.  
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Figure 57 . Which accommodation do you preferably use when you stay 
overnight on hunting trip? State the most prefe r r ed . n = 489  

Staying with family is the most used accommodation when staying overnight 

on  hunt , then is farmhouse accommoda t ion  and . in third place is vacation 

house.   

 

Figure 58 . Which accommodation do you preferably use when you stay 
overnight on hunting trip ? State the second most prefer r ed . n = 489  

When stating the second most used accommodation when staying overnight, 

farmhouse accommodation is most used and then staying with family  and 

vacation house comes in next two places.  
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Figure 59 . Which accommodation do you preferably use when you stay 
overnight on hunting trip?  State the third most prefer r ed . n = 489  

When stating the third most used accommodation when staying overnight, 

farmhouse accommodation is most used and then staying with family  and in 

third place is the use of  a vacation house . 

34. Do you take the opportunity to hunt when travelling around the country?  

 

Figure 60 . Do you take the opportunity to hunt when travelling around 
the country?  n = 468  

167 or 35 .7% rarely or seldom take the opportunity to hunt when travelling 

around  the country, 161 or 34. 4% hunt sometimes and 77 or 16 .5% hunt 

always or very often when travelling around the country.  

35. Have you hunted abroad?  
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